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Chesapeake Bay
CEICIEVERS
Watertrails Network

 utilize for enhancing
public education of
and access to the
Chesapeake Bay
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Captain John Smith
Chesapeake NHT

« Smith’s Voyages

« American Indians
 Bay of 17t century
» Evocative landscapes
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Star- Spangled Banner NHT

« British Invasion
« Life during wartime
 Defining a nation




2009

EO 13508: Chesapeake
Bay Protection &
Restoration




2013

Our Focus

* Trail Planning &
Development

 Public Access

e and more...




National Park Service Chesapeake Bay

How We Work:

Trail Planning & Development
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Partners

American Indian
Descendant
Communities

. . . many more
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National Park Service Chesapeake Bay

How We Work:

Public Access Planning &
Development




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

To assist in meeting the
E.O. goal of 300 new
public access sites by
2025...

the Strategy for Protecting
and Restoring the
Chesapeake Bay
Watershed, calls for a plan
to assess the demand for
public access...identify
access opportunities...and
help direct federal, state,
and local funding toward
public access opportunities.”




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

To develop plan to accomplish this task the
Public Access Work Group needed to:

Define Study Area

Develop Definition of Public Access

Inventory Existing Sites

|dentify Potential New Sites




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Study Area:

 All tidal streams and
bays

o Streams classified as
“fiftth-order” and higher

« Smaller than fifth-order
when part of a water
trail or contribute to Its
development.




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Definition:

Public access sites are locations owned and
managed by a public entity (or a nonprofit
organization in an agreement with a public entity)
for the purposes of providing:

« Boat-related access: boat ramps, car-top boat
launches, soft launches (supporting paddle craft,
motor, and/or salil boats).

« Swimming access: designated areas appropriate for
swimming




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Definition: (cont.):

« Fishing access: piers, bank fishing facilities or
easements, and parking adjacent to the water

Viewing access for water, wildlife, and shoreline
areas: nature trails, hiking or biking trails, waterfront
access trails, boardwalks, and observation decks
located at or leading directly to the water’s edge.




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Inventory Process:
 Review existing data

« Public workshops

* On-line public mapping tool

Results:
1,150 existing sites
sites average 15 miles
apart
Less than half provide boat
access




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Potential New Site Identification:

Planning team reviewed existing planning
documents

Members of the public identified hundreds of
additional desired sites at workshops and on-line.

Team reviewed and refined the list of sites for this
plan




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan
Results of Process:

« 320 specific potential new
sites identified

Over half are on publicly

owned land.

Boat launches are the most
frequently suggested
access type for these sites

(47% of the total sites).




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Potential New Sites Continued:

A high demand for new public access sites is
frequently concentrated in and around urban areas.

A large number potential sites are along existing

water trails or national historic trails, which can bring
strong community and local support for developing
needed sites.

Members of the paddling public frequently
expressed a desire for small primitive campsites,
picnic areas, and restrooms at appropriate
locations along water trails.




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Key Actions From Plan:

More assessment and design for potential access
Fill strategic gaps along the trails

Incorporate potential public access sites in key state and
local plans

Establish MOUs with DOTs
Explore potential for access on public lands

Further address accessibility issues




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Bottom Line:

There is a high need for additional public access.

This plan provides guidance and support for
development of new access sites.

When land use planning or land conservation is
being considered along the Bay and its tributaries
appropriate public access should always be
evaluated as part of the potential use mix.




Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan

Plan Implementation Update:

Since the FY11 CHBA solicitation, public access
projects have been the priority for financial
awards

In FY 12, a dozen public access projects were
awarded CHBA financial assistance; these
projects are ongoing

Eighteen new public access sites (in support of
the Plan goal of 300) were opened to the public
in 2012




Public Access Plan Implementation

NPS CHBA FY13 Financial Assistance Awards:

Program Guidelines: To support the goals of the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Public Access Plan, the NPS
CHBA has again established public access site development
as the priority funding emphasis for fiscal year 2013 financial
assistance awards.

Applicants for NPS CHBA financial assistance awards must
be either a non-profit organization (qualified as such under
section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code) or a state or
local government.




Public Access Plan Implementation

NPS CHBA FY13 Financial Assistance Awards:

Projects must accomplish one of the following:
 New Access - Addition of a brand new public access
facility at a site where access is not currently available
OR

 Enhanced Access - Addition of a public access facility to
allow a new type of access at an existing access site (e.g.,
developing a fishing pier or kayak launch at a site where
only a boat ramp currently exists).

Projects must accomplish:
« Construction of public access facilities
OR
* Planning and design of public access facilities.




Public Access Plan Implementation

NPS CHBA FY13 Financial Assistance Awards:




Public Access Plan Implementation

NPS CHBA FY13 Financial Assistance Awards:

Twenty-four applications submitted in 2013; approx. 9-10 are
pending for awards; half of the projects are in Virginia

All pending awards are for projects identified as potential

public access sites in the Public Access Plan

FY13 awards were made to the most qualified projects; nut
additional highly competitive proposals will remain under
consideration for future funding; some were disqualified




Public Access Plan Implementation
NPS CHBA FY13 Financial Assistance Awards:

Cooperators must comply with all applicable federal, state, and

local environmental laws and regulations; and must:

« complete an Environmental Screening Form (ESF)

« secure all necessary permits

 build time for consultation, compliance and permitting into their SOW

All facilities and programming developed with NPS funding
must be accessible to, and useable by, persons with

disabilities to the greatest extent reasonable.

« The degree of accessibility will be proportional to the degree of human-
made modifications in the project area, the nature of the topography, the
significance of the attraction, the amount of physical modifications
necessary to ensure accessibility.




Public Access Plan Implementation
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